
CONSERVATION PLEDGE 

I GIVE MY PLEDGE 

AS AN AMERICAN  

TO SAVE AND  

FAITHFULLY DEFEND FROM 

WASTE  

THE NATURAL RESOURCES 

OF MY COUNTRY 

ITS AIR, SOIL AND 

MINERALS, 

ITS FORESTS, WATERS, 

AND WILDLIFE. 

Saturday, August 28th 

marked the date of our se-

cond Annual Youth Outdoor 

Day. 89 youth 17 years of age 

and under attended the event 

which consisted of various 

workshops or clinics where 

kids had the opportunity to try 

out activities such as muzzle-

loading, rifle shooting, casting 

a bait, trap shooting, archery, 

fly tying, making a bird feeder 

and turkey calling. Informative 

and instructive booths also 

included hunter safety and 

an introduction to the NRA 

Eddie Eagle program, plant 

I.D., taxidermy, trapping, 

shot shell and cartridge 

reloading, first aid, back-

packing & camping. DNRE 

Conservation officers Jeff 

Robinette and Andy Bower 

brought one of the DNRE 

air boats and shared infor-

mation on fishing & boater 

safety including demon-

strating the various floata-

tion devices used by Con-

servation Officers while on 

patrol.  

After lunch and many door 

prize drawings, a Naturalist 

from the Howell Nature Cen-

ter located in Howell, Mi pre-

sented a program with live 

Birds of Prey which included a 

peregrine falcon, a barred 

owl, red tailed hawk and a 

bald eagle. She shared infor-

mation on their size, speed, 

wingspan, eating habits and 

activities. The Howell Nature 

Center helps rehabilitate birds 

and animals that have been 

injured and then releases 

back to the wild when able. 

At the end of the day full of 

activity everyone re-

assembled in the clubhouse, 

filled out a short survey. The 

final two door prizes of the 

day were  two bows with ar-

rows which were donated by 

Matthews Archery and White-

tails Unlimited. All youth then 

received a òGoodie Bagó that 

held informational flyers, gun 

locks, and various other items 

such as hats, baits, certifi-

cates, etc. donated by area 

businesses. 

Much planning and many 

volunteers are needed to put 

on an event like this one. A 

Big Thank-you goes to the 

Youth Day Committee, led by 

Debbie Reese, and to the 

many area businesses and 

individuals who had booths at 

this yearõs event or provided 

items for door prizes and 

òGoodie Bagsó, as well as 

time and monetary donations. 

The Youth Day committee 

greatly appreciates all 

of the help and the 

donations made by 

the following: 

Barry Soos, Todd 

House, Erica Worke, 

Tom Shefsick, Norm 

Shefsick, Richard Chubb and 

Larry Barber, Ed & Linda 

Mitchell, Gordon & Renae 

Carr, Jeff Hand, Matthews 

Archery, Howell Nature Cen-

ter, The Firing Pin-Niles, 

Dickõs Sporting Goods, 

Lunkerõs-Edwardsburg, On 

Target-Kalamazoo, Cabelaõs, 

National Rifle Association, 

Whitetails Unlimited, Michi-

gan Fly Fishing Club, Art Mik-

kola, Michigan United Conser-

vation Clubs, Gander 

Mountain-Kalamazoo, 

OK Distributing-

Dowagiac, Cass County 

Sheriffõs Dept, Nile Po-

lice Dept, Michigan 

State Police, National 

Shooting Sports Foun-

dation, Michigan De-

partment of Natural 

Resources and Environ-

ment, Isabelõs Taxider-

my-John Isabel-Niles, 

Jack Heller-Trapping 

and fur demonstra-

tion, Midwest Guns, 

Granger Guns, our 

Local Boy Scout Troops, 

Someplace To Shoot & the 

National Muzzleloading Rifle 

Association. 

Plans are already underway 

for next yearõs Youth Day 

which is planned for August 

27th, 2011. IF you are inter-

ested in helping with next 

yearõs event an ANY way 

please contact Debbie Reese, 

or any club officer or director.  

 

89 Attend 2nd Annual Youth Day Event  

THE SECOND  AMENDMENT 

òA WELL REGULATED  

MILITIA  

BEING  NECESSARY  

TO THE  

SECURITY OF A FREE STATE,  

THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE  

TO KEEP  

AND BEAR ARMS,  

SHALL NOT  BE INFRINGED.ó 

Rifle Instruction 
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MEAT SHOOTS & BREAKFAST  

HOG ROAST & HALLOWEEN 

DANCE FUNDRAISERS  

We encourage all members to participate in the various fundraisers that occur throughout the year. In order to 

have and maintain the shooting & archery facilities and the buildings on the club grounds that we all enjoy, it 

takes a lot of volunteers and money. The rifle and shotgun shooting & archery events are basically self sustain-

ing events and the generous donations by members and non-members alike , as well as the NRA grants that we 

have received the past two years help fund youth programs. Membership dues mainly cover the monthly bills, 

i.e.; utilities, property taxes,  liability  and property insurance, etc. But to maintain and IMPROVE our facilities we 

need to continue to raise funds through additional activities. So please consider joining in some of the Fall ac-

tivities to help keep facilities available for all to enjoy. Come to the Meat shoots and Breakfasts. Check out the 

Hog Roast and the Halloween Dance. The Silent Auction is always a blast! And the Turkey Shoot is Coming Nov 

7th. Volunteers are ALWAYS WELCOME for all events! Have an idea for another fundraiser?? Letõs hear it!  
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Nominations and 

Election of Club 

Officers for 2011  

Please see Nick Nickoson or Kathy 

Lemna, our Nominating Committee for 

this year if you are interested in run-

ning for a club office for the year 2011. 

Nominations will be accepted from the 

floor at the October and November 

Membership meetings for the offices of 

President, Vice President, Treasurer, 

Membership Secretary and Recording 

Secretary. Elections will be held at the 

December Membership meeting with 

officers taking office in January 2011. 

Interested in a Board position??? See 

the new President who has an oppor-

tunity to designate 5 two year direc-

Once again the 3-D Archery Committee 

will host a Hog Roast and a Halloween 

Dance Party to help raise funds for the 

club. Monies raised at this event help 

purchase replacement 3-D targets for 

the range as well as other things. 
 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 23, 2010 

HOG ROAST 

DOORS OPEN AT 4 p.m.   

FOOD SERVED 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Adults $7.00  

Volume 65 Issue 3  

With various hunting seasons ap-

proaching followed by winter, some of 

the clubõs organized activities are 

winding down until next spring. The 

first Saturday in October and the third 

Sunday in October will be the last rim 

fire & centerfire shoots for the year. 

The last Saturday 3D archery shoot 

was the Trophy Shoot held Septem-

ber 25th, but you can still get out and 

practice on Wednesday evenings 

from 5 pm until dark through October 

20th. Tuesday night trap shooting 

ends on September 28th. Thanks to 

Paul Clark,  Neil Horner, Bob Clark 

and Jake Ross for chairing these ac-

tivities this year!   

Winter Meat Shoots are scheduled to run the first Sunday of the month October 

through April. Warm up for the Annual Turkey Shoot 

scheduled for November 7th by attending the October 3rd 

shoot. A squad of 5 shooters shoot for various meat priz-

es consisting of anything from pork chops to hams to 

steaks to turkeys. Pie Shoots will also 

be held at all Meat Shoots.  

All shoots start at 10:00 a.m. and last 

until the last one goes home. 

Breakfast will be available on Meat 

Shoot dates from 8-11 a.m. and is open to the public. 

Lunch will be available after noon. 

These Shoots, along with the monthly Muzzleloading 

shoots and regular Sunday Trap shooting are the main 

shooting events held during the winter. Come join the fun!! 

Activities Winding 

Down for the Year  

Winter Meat Shoots  
October thru April 

Kids 5-10 yrs $3.50    

Under 5 yrs FREE  
 

ADULT HALLOWEEN COSTUME & 

DANCE PARTY 

8 p.m. to midnight 

Music provided by  

Lone Wolf Entertainment  

(Don Henley, Jr.)       DJ & Karaoke 

COSTUME PRIZES                    

CASH BAR 

Club Events Help Keep Your Club Open 



DNRE Announces Confirmed Diagnosis of EHD in Deer 
in Berrien, Cass and Ottawa Counties 

Contact:  Tom Cooley 517-336-5030  

Agency: Natural Resources and Environment  

 

September 29, 2010 

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment today confirmed a diagnosis of epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD), an 
often fatal viral disease found in wild ruminants, in white-tailed deer in Berrien, Cass and Ottawa counties in the last two weeks. 

The disease is characterized by extensive hemorrhages and is transmitted by a biting fly (midge). White-tailed deer develop signs of 
the illness about seven days after exposure. A constant characteristic of the disease is its sudden onset. Deer initially lose their appe-
tite and fear of man, grow progressively weaker, salivate excessively, develop a rapid pulse and respiration rate and finally become 
unconscious. Due to a high fever, the deer often are found sick or dead along or in bodies of water. 

There is no evidence that humans can contract the EHD virus. 

There is no known effective treatment for, or control of EHD. Michigan first documented EHD in its white-tailed deer population in 
1955. Additional die-offs attributed to EHD occurred in 1974 in several Michigan counties, and again in 2006 in Allegan County. In 
2008, a similar die-off affected areas of Oakland and Macomb counties along the Clinton River, and in 2009 in Livingston County. 
EHD is a common white-tailed deer disease in the southern United States. More frequent outbreaks of EHD in Michigan could be a 
consequence of climate changes that favor the northward spread of the biting flies that spread the disease, said Russ Mason, chief of 
the DNR Wildlife Division. 

Property owners who discover dead deer they suspect died of EHD should call the nearest DNRE office to report it. The DNRE Wild-
life Disease Lab would like to collect more fresh specimens to test for the disease to determine its spread. Property owners are re-
sponsible for the proper disposal of unwanted carcasses. Carcasses can be buried at a sufficient depth so that body parts are not 
showing. Carcasses also can be disposed of at landfills that accept household solid waste. 

For more information on EHD, please see www.michigan.gov/wildlifedisease. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Environment is committed to the conservation, protection, management, and accessible 
use and enjoyment of the state's environment, natural resources, and related economic interests for current and future generations. 

Learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnre. 

Our 4th Annu-
al  Silent Auc-
tion & Chili 
Supper is 
coming soon! 

Members are 
once again 

asked to donate items for the 
auction.  Past  examples include 
cast lead bullets, fly rod, auto-
motive accessories, art prints, 
home décor, handmade items 
such as coffee tables and lamps 
and blankets & wreaths, Taste-
fully Simple Gift Baskets, shot-
gun, compound bow, cookware, 
Christmas decorations, Event 
tickets, tools, gift baskets and 

more. Basically something for 
everyone and for every budget.  
 

This yearõs auction: Sat. Nov 6th 
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.  

Chili, Corn Bread, Hot Dogs& 
Dessert $5.00 per person.  

Cash Bar  
 

Bidding starts at 6:00 p.m. and 
ends promptly at 8:00 p.m.  
 

Auction items can be dropped 
off at the club on any Sun. after-
noon or Tues. evening now 
through October. It is greatly 
appreciated if you are able to 
drop off items ahead of time  so 

we can have everything set up 
and ready to go, but if you think 
of something as you walk out the 
door to attend the auction, 
Please Bring it.  

CALL SHERRIE WELLER for 
more info or to volunteer to help!  
 

Would you be willing to make  

your best chili for the evening? 
We always have 4 -5 kinds to try.  

Have a great dessert? Call Sher-
rie.  

We usually start sorting and set-
ting auction items out for a pre-
view a week before the auc-
tioné Stop in and take a look! 

Silent Auction & Chili Supper  
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AUCTION ITEMS Wanted 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10370_12150---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnre


Michigan's Recreation Passport: A good deal for you 

that Means a great deal to the outdoors!  

September 29, 2010 

Attention outdoor enthusiasts, advocates of Michigan's natural spaces, and anyone who appreciates the beauty of a bargain: Mark your calendars for 
October 1, 2010! That's the day the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE) begins offering Michigan's Recreation Passport -- 
your $10 ticket into all state parks, recreation areas and boat launches. 

The $10 Passport will also help preserve and protect state forest campgrounds and trails, historic and cultural sites within state parks, and parks in 
your own community through a new grant process. That grant process is currently under development by the DNRE with input from local park and 
recreation groups. 

To get a Recreation Passport, simply check "YES" on your license plate renewal form to add $10 when renewing your license plate with the Secretary 
of State. The Passport replaces the $24 annual or $6 daily window sticker you're used to receiving when entering a state park or boat launch. Instead, 
your license plate tab and registration will indicate your Recreation Passport purchase for easy access. 

"The Recreation Passport is a win for everyone," said DNRE Director Rebecca Humphries. "It creates a sustainable funding source that our state 
parks, forests and local recreation resources have long needed, and also makes it easier and more affordable for Michigan residents to enjoy those 
recreational opportunities." 

At just $10, the Recreation Passport reflects a 58 percent discount off the current annual state park and boat launch rate. It's a value that DNRE offi-
cials believe will attract new visitors to see what Michigan's great outdoors has to offer. 

"This discounted rate will make it more appealing for all Michigan motorists, not just campers and boaters, to take advantage of the Recreation Pass-
port," said DNRE Recreation Division Chief Ron Olson. "For $10, the Passport is your ticket to enjoy our parks, campgrounds, trails and historic sites." 

Adds Forest Management Division Chief Lynne Boyd: "Right now, state forest trail and campground users do not pay an access fee. The Recreation 
Passport gives these folks an easy, meaningful way to support the places where they love to ride, hunt, ski and hike." 

Although most Michigan residents will see the Recreation Passport as a great deal to maintain outdoor recreation in our state, the DNRE wants to 
make a great deal even better. The department is creating one of the state's biggest discount programs ? "Passport Perks." Under this program, a 
growing list of businesses throughout Michigan will offer discounts to everyone who purchases the Recreation Passport through the Secretary of 
State. 

"Your Recreation Passport will save you a lot more than its $10 purchase price when you buy it through the Secretary of State." said Olson. "You'll 
simply show your license registration, which will say ?Recreation Passport' at the top." 

Any business that wishes to be part of the Passport Perks program should visit www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport and click on the "Passport 
Perks" link. 

How will the money be used? The DNRE has identified approximately $340 million in infrastructure needs and repairs in state parks. Since state parks 
receive no General Fund tax dollars, the money generated by the Recreation Passport will prevent drastic cuts to park programs and allow necessary 
repairs. A percentage of the money will also allow for maintenance and improvements at state forest campgrounds and non-motorized trails. 

"If 50 percent of vehicle owners purchase a Recreation Passport each year, we will have enough to adequately fund park operations and start making 
some of the necessary repairs," said Olson. "We'd also put $2.3 million into the local park grant program and provide more than $600,000 to historic 
and cultural sites inside state parks." 

Beginning October 1, 2010, the Recreation Passport can be purchased when you renew or buy new license plates. The cost will be $10 for vehicles 
and $5 for motorcycles. All motor vehicle permits (stickers) will be valid until the end of 2010. Beginning January 1, 2011, Michigan's Recreation Pass-
port will be your $10 ticket into 98 state parks and recreation areas, 133 state forest campgrounds, over 1,000 boat launches and help preserve nearly 
1,000 miles of hiking, riding and skiing trails. 

Where can $10 take you? Find out at www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport . 
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¶ Volunteers are always needed for 

Sunday afternoon bartending 

duties noonñ4 p.m. Call or see 

Nick Nickoson to sign up!!!. 

¶ Youth under age 18 may shoot 

trap for a reduced rate on Sun-

day afternoons.  

¶ Every other Sunday at 9 a.m. 

youth wishing to be on a youth 

trap team can shoot for free. Call 

Mark Jones for more info on our 

youth trap program. 574-340-

8450. DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS 

ACCEPTED FOR THIS PROGRAM> 

Thanks to all who have been do-

nating their time and funds.  The 

kids are our future so it is im-

portant to get them involved at a 

young age. 

¶ October and November Member-

ship Meetings are your chance to 

nominate someone for a 2011 

club officer position. 

¶ 2011 Club Officers will be elect-

ed at the December 21st Mem-

bership meeting and take office 

in January. 

¶ Do you have an idea for a Winter 

event? Have volunteers? See  

President Mortimer and get a 

spot on the agenda of the next 

Board and/or Membership meet-

ing. Maybe we can add your activ-

ity to the calendaré.By the way; 

there are seven days in a week 

so not everything has to be 

scheduled for the weekends-We 

just need the volunteers to make 

it happen. 

¶ Did you know that as a member 

you can rent the upstairs hall for 

a minimal fee? Call Debbie 

Reese for info. Hall rental is a 

membership benefit-The club is 

rented to MEMBERS ONLY. 

¶ Donõt forget to lock the gate be-

hind you when entering 

and exiting the rifle & 

pistol ranges. Too 

many times the gate is 

found open and no one 

is on the property.  

Having the gate combi-

nation in order to ac-

cess the rifle & pistol 

ranges during daylight 

hours is a MEMBERS 

ONLY benefit. Your 

invited guests are wel-

come to come with you 

to check out the rang-

es and club facilities, 

but you are responsible 

for them while they are  visiting. 

Hopefully they enjoy themselves 

enough that they will return and 

sign up as a new member. 

¶ Did you know the club has a tav-

ern license that allows us to 

serve beer and wine to members 

AND NON-members? The club-

house is currently scheduled to 

be open Sunday from noon to 

10:00 p.m. and Tuesday eve-

nings from 6-10 p.m. 

¶ Tuesday night is Burger Night-Get 

your 1/3 pound Black Angus 

burger (fixed your way) with chips 

for $3.00 . A double can be had 

for $5.00. 

¶ Winter is coming-Snowmobilers 

are welcome whenever the club 

and bar are  open. Stop in, warm 

up, have some cocoa , a sand-

wich and /or some soup. 

¶ Start thinking about who you 

would like to see be this yearõs 

Member of the Year recipient. If 

you have ideas for other awards 

those can also be turned in. 

There are boxes in the clubhouse 

and the rifle range shack. Please 

list a reason or two for your nomi-

nation. 

¶ Annual Award Ban-

quetð The past few years 

this has occurred during 

January., Check out the 

website and the posters at 

the club for additional info. 

¶ Did you know that we 

have nearly 500 members 

in the ECC? Approximately 

20% are Life members. 

¶ All ECC members can 

receive an annual maga-

zine subscription to Michi-

gan Out Of Doors at a re-

duced rate since you are 

members of an MUCC Affil-

iate club. The magazine is also 

available on line in digital format 

at www.Michiganoutdoors.com 

¶ Muzzleloading shoots continue 

through the Winter season.  

Shoot schedule for the rest of the 

year is Sunday, October 24th, 

Sunday November 21st and Sun-

day December 19th. All shoots 

start at 10 a.m. and run until 

about 3:00-4:00 based on partic-

ipation. The 2 day Half Nuts 

Shoot occurs in January. Youõre 

welcome to camp out, if youõre 

Half Nuts! 

¶ The Michigan United Conserva-

tion Clubs is already planning to 

hold another LOBBY Day in Lan-

sing, MI on March 1, 2011. This 

is an chance for sportsmen and 

women to meet with their legisla-

tors on a personal level and 

share their knowledge and con-

cerns with the legislature. This 

will be an all day event  and 

lunch will be provided. You can 

contact club member Fran 

Yeager, MUCC Treasurer for more 

info. Or check out www.mucc.org 

or www.michiganoutofdoors.com 
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Club Tidbits - Info and Facts  

HAPPY HUNTING EVERYONE! 



Club Officers 2010 

Pres. Dave Mortimer (269) 663-7595 

Vice Pres. Paul Reese (269)683-1405 

Treasurer Debbie Reese (269) 683-1405 

Membership Secretary K 

              Kathy Lemna(574) 266-5709 

Recording Secretary  

             Brenda Mortimer(269) 663-7595 

2nd V.P.  Scott Hardy (269) 240-1377 

Board of Directors 

1 yr. Fran Yeager (574) 264-3035 

         Bob Clark- (574) 596-7256 

         Nick Nickoson (574) 298-4834 

         Paul Beffle 

         Dick Chubb (269) 695-3336  

         Dennis Wiegel 

2 yr.  Paul Clark (574) 277-2470 

         Mark Jones (574) 340-8450 

         Chad Ranft (269) 684-2179 

         Chuck Wimberley  

  

Reminders  

Tuesday Bar & Grill  

Specials 

 

Tuesdays All beer $1.75 

1/3 lb. Black Angus Burgers  

Fixed Your Way 

Burger & Chips $3.00 

 

Double Burger & Chips $5.00 

Membership Meeting 

3rd Tuesday 7:30 p.m. 

Carry-in Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 

New Member Orientation at 6:00 p.m. 

Board Meetings 

1st Tuesday 7:30 p.m. 
 

CLUBHOUSE OPEN EVERY SUNDAY AFTER-

NOON & TUESDAY EVENING. 
 

Trap Shooting-Sundays noon-? Tues Trap 

Closed ôtil Spring-Clubhouse open 6-10pm 
 

Muzzle Loading Shoots- 2010 Schedule 

Oct. 24, Nov.  21st and Dec. 19th  

10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

3D Archery  Shootsñ 2010 Schedule 

Every Wed. thru Oct 20th  5 p.m.-dark 

 

Hog Roast/Halloween Dance Sat. Oct .23 

Silent Auction/Chili Supper Sat .Nov .6th 

Turkey Shoot Sun. Nov. 7th 

 

PO Box 435 

26524 Pine Lake St 

Edwardsburg, MI 49112 
 

Edwardsburg Conservation Club  

Nominations for 

2011 Club Officers 
taken at OCT & NOV 

Membership Mtgs. 

Elections at DEC.  

Membership Meeting 

Club Officers  & 

Directors 2010  

Phone: 269-663-2776 
 

Edwardsburg 
Conservation Club  
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www.edwardsburgconservationclub.org
 

Mailing Address Line 1  

Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  

Mailing Address Line 4  

Mailing Address Line 5  


